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SUBJECT: MEETING WITH PRESIDENT B Uf%O JAN,
REF: ISLAMABAD 363

!« DURING MY MEETING WITH PRESIDENT BHUTTO AT THKE
PRESIDENT'S HOUSE AT 2102 HOURS LOCAL JaN. 11, AMONG
OTHER SUBJECTS DISCUSSED IN REFTEL, BHUTTO'S VIEWS
CONCERNING MUJIBUR RAHMAN'S STATEMLNT IPON THE LATTER'S
ARRIVAL IN DACCA WERE SOLICITED.

2. TURNING TO MUJIBUR RAHMAN'S PUBLIC DECLARATION THAT
THERE WOULD BE NO TIES WITM THE WEST, I MADE INQUIRY
CONCERNING WHAT STEPS GOP WOULD NOW TAXE. BHUTTO
ANSWERED INCONCLUSIVELY BUT DID SAY THAT HE WAS A
PRAGMATIST AND THAT HIS COURSE OF ACTION WOULD BE BUILT
ON REALITIES OF THE SITUATION., HE WENT ON TO ADD THAT,
CONTRARY TO MUJIBUR RAKMAN'S PUBLIC STATEMENT, HE, THE
SHEIXH, HAD MADE QTE SOME PROMISES UNQTE BEFORE HIS
DEPAHTURE FOR LONDON, PROMISES MADE IN AN OUTBURST OF
TEARS; QTE HE WAS ALMOST HYSTERICAL UVQTE DURING WHICH
EPISODE QTE HE NOT ONLY EMBRACED ME BUT THREW HIS HEAD
ONTO MY LAP AND WEPT. UNQTE BHUTTO ADDED THAT THE

CODA IN THIS AFFAIR HAD YET TO BE WRITTEN, RECALLING THAT
IT WAS THE BENGALIS WHC HAD SPEARHMEADED THE FORMATION

OF PAKISTAN BECAUSE OF THE REPRESSION OF THE MUSLIM BY
THE HINDU. HE CONCLUDED BY SAYING QTE WHEN THE PEOPLE OF
EAST PAXISTAN ARE AGAIV CONTROLLED BY INDIA, THE PASSAGE
OF TIME COULD BRING ABOUT SUBSTANTIAL CHANGES IN THEIR
THANKING. UNQTE
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